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     “Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer! That calls me from a world of 
care, and bids me at my Father’s throne make all my wants and wishes known.  
In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief, and oft escaped 
the tempter’s snare, by thy return, sweet hour of prayer!” (UMH #496, “Sweet 
Hour of Prayer”). 
 Prayer.  The wonderful and blessed time we get to spend with our Lord 
as we seek His face and let the Spirit transform us more and more into the im-
age and likeness of our God.  Prayer.  The sacred time we can make our re-
quests known to God, trusting that God hears and answers our prayers.  Since 
the beginning of September, I have been preaching on the importance of pray-
er.  I am doing this because I want to remind us about the place of prayer in our 
lives, both in our personal faith, and in our corporate, shared faith.  Without 
prayer the church can do no great work, and without prayer, we can do no great 
work.  Our lives as Christians are powerless without a life that is fully connected 
to God in prayer. 
 My desire in taking this time to talk about prayer is to encourage us to 
make prayer a priority in our life and in the life of the church.  If prayer becomes 
a priority for us, then I believe we will see the movement of God in ways we 
have not anticipated or experienced before.  I think God wants to do some truly 
amazing things in our midst and God is simply waiting for us to come before 
Him in prayer to ask, seek, and knock.  As we ask, seek, and knock in faith, 
hope, and trust, I think God is going to pour out the Holy Spirit in our lives in a 
fresh way.  Yet, for this to happen, we need to pray.  
 

“
7 
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 

will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. 

8 
For everyone who asks receives, and he who 

seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8, NKJV). 

Contd. on next page 



 

Newarkfirstumc.org 

    THE CHOSEN  
   Season 5 

 
 
 
  
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 

Continues to meet Wednesday mornings 
      @ 9:30 am in the lounge 

 
 Current Meeting dates are : 

Oct 7th 
Oct 14th: No class session 

Oct 24th, Nov 4th, Nov 11th  

In this sermon series on prayer, we have considered the necessity of prayer.  We talked 
about the importance of having a living, breathing, dynamic faith because that is necessary for 
us to pray.  We discussed how it is necessary to pray with faith, pray every day, and to pray per-
sistently.  In the second week we considered the power we have through prayer.  We talked 
about how that power often remains untouched because we fail to ask.  We were reminded that 
faith in our prayer to God is the key.  We must have faith God will do and act.  We must, through 
faith, pray boldly and with expectation that God will answer our prayers.  In week three we 
looked at the purpose in prayer.  Primarily, the purpose is to build our relationship with God!  
Then at the end of September, we looked at the possibilities of prayer. 

As we enter October, we will be looking at the essentials of prayer and the reality of pray-
er.  We will take a brief pause from the series to hear an update about God’s work through the 
ministry of the NOMADS by Rod and Janie Reeder, then conclude the series looking at the 
weapon of prayer, and on All Saint’s Sunday, talk about prayer and praying people. 

My hope through this series is that we all become stronger people of prayer.  As quoted in 
the hymn above, prayer places us before our heavenly Father’s throne wherein we are able to 
share our deepest feelings and needs, a place where we are safe and heard.  It is before the 
throne of God we can place the desire of our hearts.   

If we desire God to do great things, then we need to make sure we take that sweet hour 
of prayer and follow Jesus’ instructions to ask, believing it will be given to us.  Seek, believing we 
will find.  Knocking, trusting God will open the door.  It is true.  Prayer changes things.  More im-
portantly, prayer changes us and grows us in our relationship to God and prepares us to receive 
all the things God wants to give.  Pray without ceasing.  Pray! 
 

Blessings! 
Pastor Garry 

Continued. 

“USING THE BIBLE TO LEARN WHAT 
IT MEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN” 
 

If you declare with you mouth “Jesus is Lord” 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved 
                   (Romans 10:9) 
This verse is a doorway we have to walk 
through  on our path to becoming a follower 
of Christ. The questions  I think about are: 
1. How do we get to that doorway with our 

minds and hearts? And: 
2. How do we live our lives after we pass 

through this door? 
This study is intended to help people gain 
confidence in the Bible and what it teaches 
about how to love as followers of Christ. 
This study began Tuesday  September 15th 
and will continue for 6 weeks. You are wel-
come to join any time.. 7pm  @ 
 
The Shecklers  (315.945.8327 
45 Main Street Phelps 
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               Sunday  October  4th  
                    COMMUNION 
                      
                           Message 
              “The Essentials of Prayer” 
                        Pastor Garry 
                  
 *Deuteronomy  18:15-20      *Luke 18:9-14 
                                         

            
                   Sunday October 18th 
   
                        Laity Sunday 
                      
                                                     
 
  *1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  *Matthew 22:15-22 
 

              Sunday October 11th  
 
                         Message 
              “The Reality of Prayer”  
                        Pastor Garry 
                        
   *1John 5:14-15        *Mark 1:29-39 
    
 

               Sunday October 25th  
 
                          Message 
         “The Weapon of Prayer” 
                       Pastor Garry 
 
       *Acts 6:1-7                *Mark 9:2-9 
                             
                         

October Messages 

 
Pastor Garry will be away on Study Leave 
10/12-10/20. If you have any needs or 
concerns, please call Pastor Della or the 
church office. 
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Saturday November 21st @ 1pm 
Liverpool UMC  
604 Oswego St, 
Liverpool NYy13088 
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Learn more about 
volunteering at 

 
Free Lunch Program 

 

315-359-3769 

 
Newark Food Closet 

315-351-6474 

 
Senior Lunch Program 

315-879-2484 
 

Emmanuel Outreach  

         Five Steps Toward     

            Our Thrift Shop 
Sometimes a new ministry begins with a vision large 
enough to feel a little overwhelming. 
 
That may be true as we begin thinking about the next 
chapter for the EOC and the creation of a thrift shop in 
the former sanctuary at Emmanuel. There is much to 
consider: preparing the building, creating a welcoming 
retail space, determining what donations we can receive, 
establishing policies, finding volunteers, understanding 

financial and legal responsibilities, and making sure the ministry truly serves our 
neighbors well. 
 
Seen all at once, it can feel like a very large undertaking. But we are learning to look 
at it differently. Rather than seeing one enormous project, we are approaching the 
work as five manageable projects, each with its own purpose, tasks, and opportuni-
ties for people to participate. 
 
That may be one of the most exciting parts of this effort. We do not need one person 
who knows how to do everything. We need many people willing to share what they 
already know how to do. Some will understand buildings. Others will know retail. 
Some will be good organizers. Some will enjoy working with clothing or creating dis-
plays. Others may know bookkeeping, volunteer management, marketing, carpentry, 
accessibility, technology, or simply how to make people feel welcome. There is room 
in this ministry for many gifts. 
 
Project One: Governance and Legal Readiness 

Before we move furniture or install clothing racks, we need to make sure the founda-
tion of the ministry is sound. This phase will involve working with Newark First UMC 
leadership, the Trustees, our financial team, the Upper New York Conference, and 
appropriate professional advisers to clarify how the thrift ministry will operate. 
 
Questions will include: Who will have responsibility for the shop? How will income 
and expenses be handled? What insurance coverage is needed? What are our responsi-
bilities regarding sales tax and financial reporting? What policies will help us operate 
with integrity and transparency? People with experience in church administration,  
finance, law, insurance, nonprofit work, or organizational leadership may have 
especially valuable gifts to offer during this phase. 
 
Project Two: Building and Accessibility Readiness 

The former sanctuary needs to be prepared for a new purpose. There is ceiling work to 
be completed. The front entrance may need attention. We also need to carefully evalu-
ate the existing ramp and make sure the building is safe, accessible, and ready to wel-
come people of all ages and abilities. We will need to consider lighting, entrances and 
exits, aisle space, storage, fire safety, signage, and the overall flow of the building. 
 
This phase also includes the thoughtful removal or relocation of sanctuary furnishings. 
The pulpit, altar tables, pews, memorial items, and other pieces are part of Emmanu-
el's history and deserve to be handled with care and respect. Those with experience in 
construction, carpentry, electrical work, accessibility, architecture, property manage-
ment, safety, or even simply moving and organizing may find a place to contribute 
here. 
Project Three: Designing the Thrift Shop 

Once the building is ready, we will begin shaping the actual shop. Our hope is to cre-
ate a ....                                                                            Continued on next page........ 
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       Center News Continued 

space that feels clean, attractive, organized, and welcoming. We do not want the room to 
feel crowded with mismatched racks, overflowing tables, and boxes tucked into every cor-
ner. We want it to be a place where people enjoy shopping and where they are treated with 
dignity. That will require imagination. 
We will need to develop a floor plan, locate affordable shelving and clothing racks, create 
attractive displays, organize merchandise by category, and determine how donations will 
move from intake to sorting to the sales floor. There will also be decisions about pricing. 
Our current thinking is that simple, modest prices will provide clarity for shoppers while 
allowing us to create a quiet and compassionate way to assist anyone who cannot afford 
what they need. 
If you have experience in retail, merchandising, decorating, organizing, woodworking, sew-
ing, fashion, or creative reuse, this may be the project where your gifts shine. 
 
Project Four: Building the Volunteer Ministry 

A thrift shop cannot operate without people. But volunteering does not necessarily mean 
standing behind a cash register for six hours. There will be many different jobs: sorting 
clothing, checking household goods, pricing merchandise, arranging displays, greeting do-
nors, working at checkout, cleaning, restocking, helping with social media, making signs, 
keeping records, or preparing the store for seasonal changes. Some people may volunteer 
once a week. Others may help once a month. Some may prefer a short shift behind the 
scenes rather than working with the public. 
We want to build a volunteer ministry that recognizes that people have different gifts, abili-
ties, schedules, and energy levels. This is not simply about filling work shifts. It is about 
creating a community of people who find meaning and fellowship while serving their 
neighbors. 
 
Project Five: Communications, Policies, and Opening 

Finally, we will need to prepare for opening day. 
That means creating donation guidelines, volunteer training materials, customer policies, 
signage, marketing pieces, social media posts, and information that clearly explains why 
this ministry exists. We will also need to tell the story. 
The thrift shop will not simply be a place where people buy inexpensive clothing or house-
hold items. It will become another way Emmanuel Outreach Center supports the wider 
community. Proceeds will help strengthen ministries that are already feeding, clothing, sup-
porting, and caring for our neighbors. 
People with gifts in writing, photography, graphic design, communications, advertising, 
training, social media, or hospitality may have an important role in this final phase. 
 
Many Gifts, One Purpose 
 
The Apostle Paul reminds us that there are “varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit” and 
“varieties of services, but the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4–5). That feels especially ap-
propriate as we begin this work. No one of us has all the knowledge or skill needed to cre-
ate this ministry. Fortunately, God has never asked the Church to operate that way. 
Instead, God gathers people with different abilities and experiences and invites them to 
place those gifts alongside one another. Over the coming months, you will hear more about 
these five projects and about specific opportunities to participate. For now, we invite you to 
begin thinking and praying: 
 
  What do I know how to do?    What experience do I have?  What gift might I bring? 
 
You may discover that something you have always considered simply part of your work, 
hobby, or life experience is exactly what this ministry needs. We do not have to build this 
all at once. We only need to take the next faithful step—and trust that God will provide the 
people, wisdom, and gifts needed for the steps that follow. 

“How very good and 
pleasant it is when 

kindred live together in 
unity!” 

                          — Psalm 
133:1  
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Benjamin Welcher  1 
Sami Cepulo  4 
Robert Sprong  4 
Alma O’Connor  6 
Jim Knarr   6 
Lucina Hallagan  11 
Bob DeCook  13 
Cathy Follette  15 
Ester Bowens  16 
Ron Miller   16 
William VanTyle  20 
Elaine Herman  24 
Hayley Vair  25 
William Mckown  26 

Ron & Eloise Miller   8 
Roger & Rita Clark  11 
Rich & Jerri Martin  16 
Greg & Tammy DeWolf 16 
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                            “Open my eyes that I might see. Psalm 119:18 
 
Over the summer I had an appointment at the medical building at the hospital. I am 
 habitually late, but this was for new hearing aids, and I was going to be there on time! 
The hospital is across town, so I knew I had to start out early. I was ready and drove out of 
the garage, hit the garage door opener and the door started going down  but then went right 
back up. Down and up it went, until I was able to wiggle the wires just enough to get it to 
stay down. Naturally I was now hurrying and hit all the RED lights going though town. I 
was not a “Happy Camper” I get to the hospital parking lot where  a man gestures me to 
stop. He asked me for a dollar so that he could get the bus home. I gave it to him and 
thought,  if I had been any earlier I would not have been there to help him. I have read,  
“Open My Eyes That I Might See” and sang it in church on Sundays, but this time I really 
did SEE. Let’s remember our church friends who cannot come to church with a call, a note 
or a visit. They will be glad to SEE or hear from you !!! 

Our local friends: 
       Beatrice and Curt Richardson  
   (Beatrice is currently in hospice care, here in Newark)   
   
       Jean Lansberry        Penny Proper       Maggie Mathis         
Elmer (ET) Trunick   Margaret Rundel        Hazel Herdman        
Lois Ludwig          Jeanne Strobridge  Karen Vanderbrook    
Doris Humbert     Dennis DeWispelaere         
                                                            Pastor Carlos Smith 
 
 
Our out of town friend: Grace Kreuger 
 
Please contact Marcy Elmore (315.945.5243) for contact  
information for the above friends. 

This month of October  we will be collecting  
anything  that is laid on your heart to give, to help 
our Food Closet, located at Emmanuel Outreach 
Center. I know everything is appreciated . 
 
Please bring your contributions to church and place 
them in the baskets on the right side of the altar. 
The food will be blessed on the last Sunday of the 
month and taken to the Food Closet the following 
week 
Thank You ! 
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Thank you for donating money during our Blessing 
Baskets collection. We continue to provide funds 
for our various mission projects.  (All totals include 

$100 from UWIF and $200 from Missions budget)    
 
 
 
                                

                              
           
 * January    
     Care Net                                              $504.25 

        * February 
           Family Promise                                   $671.00 
        * March 

    Heifer International                          $841.65 
 * April 

       EOC Free Lunch                  $816.00 
                 Program 
   * May 
      UMCOR                                               $799.60 
   * June 
      Helpful hearts                                   $666.00 
   * July 
     Newark Food Closet                        $760.75                  
   *August 
      Laurel House 
   *September         
      Teen Challenge 
   *October        
     Nomads 
   *November     
     Mighty Oaks 
       Foundation 
   * December 
      EOC Holiday 
       Distribution 
 

The work of this committee is so important and we 
would love to have more members involved in this 
ministry. If you feel the calling to this mission, we 
would love to have you.  If you are interested, 
please reach out to us.  
Contact information: 
Church office:   
 Phone: (315)331-3895 
 Email: Newarkfumc@gmail.com 
Chair: Diane Sheckler  
 Email: dianesheckler@gmail.com  
Chad Sheckler 
 Email: casheckler@gmail.com   

NOMADS stands for Nomads On a Mission Active 

in Divine Service. Or as our two NOMAD volunteers 

Rod & Janie Reeder like to say NOMADS stands for 

Northern Old Methodists Avoiding Deep Snow!  

NOMADS provide volunteer labor for historical-

ly Methodist organizations. They demonstrate God’s 

love through their work and by listening to the  

people with whom they work. NOMADS do new  

construction, remodeling, and repairs for churches, 

children’s homes, camps, colleges, outreach  

missions and disaster rebuilding.  
NOMADS began in 1988 in Texas where a group of 

Methodists from Illinois, Iowa and Indiana wintered 

and someone finally said, "I am bored, there must be 

some good we can do here."  So, they approached lo-

cal Methodist churches and offered their ser-

vices.  That first year there were 24 members who 

completed five projects in Texas and Oklaho-

ma.  NOMADS grew as an all-volunteer organization 

under the North Central Jurisdiction of the United 

Methodist Church until 2001 when they incorporated 

and became an organization under the General Board 

of Global Ministries. After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, 

they began doing disaster recovery work.  Currently, 

NOMADS offers about 175 projects each year and 

have about 700 active members. They donate on reg-

ular, disaster and drop-in projects more than 

110,000 hours of volunteer labor each year. 

2026 
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2026: 
Raymondville Methodist Church - Raymondville, TX (January) 

We worked on the church--rewiring all 30 ceiling lights in the fellowship hall, 

cleaned and repaired the parsonage and built a detached bathroom. The 
church wanted it detached because it is hoped that the trailer will be 
 replaced at some point.  We did other repairs to the trailer. 

Nomads Continued 

Carpenter's Way Team  

Lapita Bathroom  

Inside  

Outside  

Rewiring Lights  

Rebuilt Steps  
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Bell Choir 

 

Are you looking for a way to serve our church and community that’s also a fun time with great people? 
Consider joining the bell choir! We need one more ringer to be able to cover all the parts in our 3-
octave music, and an additional ringer would allow us to add the beautiful low bells that have been un-
touched for a couple of years. Music reading experience is helpful but not a requirement. Please con-
tact Kathy Cornwell if you’d like to give it a try! kathleencornwell68@gmail.com 

 

Chancel Choir 

Do you know people who love to sing who don’t regularly attend church? Joining a great choir may be 
just the incentive they need to bring them into the fold! (Singers gotta sing!)  

We especially need men (tenor and bass) and altos. Please let Kathy Cornwell or Stephanie Mercer 
know if you would like us to contact someone with an invitation. More singers make our harmony 
sweeter as we offer praise to God!  
 

 
 
      

 

 

 

 

The Community is invited to the 

5th Annual 

Veterans Tribute Concert 
to be held at the 

First United Methodist Church 
301 S. Main St., Newark, NY 

Sat., Nov. 14, 2026, 3:00 p.m. 
 

American Legion and VFW Color Guard 

Newark FUMC Chancel Choir, 

Canaltown Chorale and other musical guests. 
 

Following the concert, a reception will be held 

 in the church lounge, compliments of the  

Newark FUMC Women in Faith. 

Admission is Free. 
Freewill donations accepted to benefit the  

“Mighty Oaks Foundation” 

mailto:kathleencornwell68@gmail.com
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To all of  the wonderful people 

of FUMC. 

           I eagerly read every 

word of the Messenger, and 

am  so thankful to have it  

arrive in the mail! You are  

doing So  many wonderful 

things: enriching the area 

with needed food, lunches, 

dinners, and funds: uplifting 

folks with your songs, bell 

choir, your community 

 gatherings and your positive 

vibes. The  rummage sale and 

cookie sale take untold hours 

of work, dedication and joyful 

giving, all  so the many needs 

of the greater community are 

met. You are an inspiration to 

a close  relationship to God 

and Jesus, with your offering 

of Bible Studies, Messenger, 

“Mini-sermons” and your focus 

on God’s LOVE. 

       Please know that all you 

do is so appreciated and 

 noticed! 

       With much love and hope 

to see you soon. 

                                                      

Becky Bailey 

  “ .... When you have done it for the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you have done it for me.” (Matthew 25-40) 
 
Dear Friends in ministry. 
Thank You!! 
 
The dear people you just helped with 
your gift may never have the opportuni-
ty to meet you, but if they did I am cer-
tain their response would be—- 
           Thank You! 
And through your financial support 
YOU are serving within a vital web of 
interactive relationships, partnering to 
engage globally in direct ministry to 
people in need. 
Together, may we continue to reveal the 
love of God for all people of all ethnic, 
racial, cultural and national back-
grounds and to demonstrate the healing 
power of the gospel with those who 
 suffer, 
 
Roland Fernandez 
General Secretary of Global Ministies, 
UMCOR and Higher Education Ministry 
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Dear Sponsors,                                                               “GLOW UP GIRL” 

As summer comes to a close, we want to take a moment to simply say thank you. Because of your support, girls 
from across Wayne County experienced a summer filled with adventure, learning, giving back, friendship, and, of 
course, tons and tons of fun! This summer was about more than keeping girls busy. It was about creating opportu-
nities for them to learn, grow, challenge themselves, and discover what they are capable of. Each day included 
ELA and reading activities designed to keep academic skills growing throughout the summer. Girls read, discussed 
stories, worked on vocabulary and writing, and had opportunities to build confidence in expressing their ideas. 
Their well-being was just as important. Each week, Optimal Health joined us for mental health and wellness groups 
where girls could talk, reflect, build healthy coping skills, and learn more about themselves and one another, all in a 
space where they felt safe, heard, and supported. 

And then came the adventures...............Girls learned to ride horses at Simply Equine LLC. For some, climbing onto 
a horse was scary. With encouragement from staff and one another, they found the courage to try. Along the way, 
they learned about trust, responsibility, and confidence. At Bristol Mountain Aerial Adventures, the girls faced a 
challenge many had never experienced before, a ropes course high above the ground. Some discovered they were 
afraid of heights. Others discovered they were braver than they thought. With support from their peers and staff, 
every girl completed the challenge, and the zipline at the end was an unforgettable reward! The girls also learned 
that being part of a community means giving back. Throughout the summer, they volunteered through community 
cleanups, food pantry service, animal sanctuary projects, and gardening at the Trail of Hope. They learned that 
leadership isn't just about being in charge, it is about showing up, helping others, and making a difference. One of 
our favorite parts of the summer was welcoming women from our community into the program to share their talents 
and experiences. Girls learned to make homemade bread and soap, tried line dancing, and explored sustainable 
gardening. Most importantly, they saw women of all colors and backgrounds using their skills to teach, lead, and 
inspire others .And then there was the simple joy of being kids—making affirmation jars, painting seashells, creat-
ing suncatchers, playing games, having water-balloon tosses, making art, laughing, and making memories togeth-
er. But the most important part of You Glow Girl Summer wasn't any one activity. It was giving girls the opportunity 
to try new things, step outside their comfort zones, discover their strengths, build friendships, support one another, 
and experience a summer where they felt safe, supported, and valued. 

Your support made that possible. You helped provide experiences that many girls may not otherwise have had. 
You helped keep their minds engaged, supported their emotional well-being, created opportunities to serve their 
community, and gave them space to simply be themselves. Most importantly, you helped send a powerful message 
to our girls: 

Your community believes in you.........Your community sees you........... Your community wants to see you succeed. 
Thank you for being part of the village that shows up for our girls. We truly couldn't have done it without you. 
Please enjoy the attached photos and highlights from an incredible summer. 

With gratitude, 
Emma Tuck 
Assistant to the CEO-Glow Up Girl 
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Family Promise Update 

August was a month of continued growth for Family Promise of Wayne County as we worked alongside local fami-
lies facing housing instability and continued strengthening the support available to them. 

We are especially excited to welcome John Costello as our new Care Coordinator. John will work directly with 
families as they navigate housing challenges, connect with community resources, and develop a path toward greater 
stability. 

We are also incredibly grateful to have recently received a $30,000 grant from the Bullis Fund in support of our 
work. Funding like this allows Family Promise to continue responding when a family is facing the difference be-
tween housing stability and crisis. 

This fall, we are also preparing for our Fall into Hope fundraiser, and we would love the support of our First Unit-
ed Methodist Church family. We are currently seeking donated gift baskets for the event. Whether created by an 
individual, family, church group, or ministry, every basket helps us raise funds to continue serving families through-
out Wayne County. 

Through every new staff member, community partnership, grant, and act of generosity, one thing remains constant: 
families do better when they do not have to face hardship alone. 

We remain deeply grateful to First United Methodist Church for continuing to give Family Promise a place where 
families can walk through the door and know someone is ready to help. 

With grace, Nancy 

Nancy Ramos 
Executive Director 
Family Promise of Wayne County 
 
P: 585-382- 1857 
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 FALL RUMMAGE SALE-We need your Help 
              Please sign up to help on the board in the Narthex 
 
  
   Sunday 10/18      Move boxes from storage on to dining room tables 
                                     Start to set out items (Pizza lunch for all helpers) 
 
    Monday 10/19 & Tuesday 10/20  9am-12 noon 
                         Finish setting up for the sale 
 
    Thursday 10/22 SALE 9am-7pm 
 
   Friday 10/23    SALE 11am-5pm 
 
   Saturday 10/24 SALE 9am-11am 
                      CLEANUP   11am-until done (usually by 1pm)  
 
                                    Thanks for all your help !!!!!    
 

Thank You UWIF  !!!!for the beautiful carpet. 
From the entry doors all the way to High Street. 

tel:(585)%20382-1857
tel:(585)%20382-1857

