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              Sunday,5th 
      2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

 Gen 12: 1-4a 
 Ps 121 
 Rom 4:1-5,13-17 
 John 3:1-17  
 
 
      Sunday 12th 
3rd Sunday in Lent 
      
 Exodus 17:1-7 
 Ps 95 
 Rom 5:1-11 
 John 4:5-42 

 
 
 
 
 

  
             Sunday 19th 
     4th Sunday in Lent 
 

*  1 Sam 16:1-13 
 Ps 23 
  Eph. 5:8-14 
  John 9:1-41 
 

          Sunday, 26th 
          5th Sunday in Lent 
 

 Ezek 37: 1-14 
 Ps 130 
 Rom 8: 6-11 
 John 11:1-45 
 

       
        
         Joshua 1:9 

Joshua 1:9 
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From the Pastor’s Perspective  

 

Methodists’ Holy Restlessness (It’s not just for Lent) 
 

To many people, coming to Christ marks the end of a long and sometimes difficult 
journey through life. To practicing Methodists, on the other hand, coming to Christ marks the 
beginning of a journey, which will take the rest of their lives and still not be completed. It is the 
journey of sanctification—daily being changed by the Holy Spirit to be more and more 
Christlike. 

The restlessness begins with God actively seeking to gain our attention—not with 
lights, sirens, and/or fireworks displays but with hints of God’s presence so subtle that we miss 
most of them. Subtle like the beautiful complexity of a tiny Baby’s Breath flower in blossom or 
the serene peace of moonbeams reflected to create a visual pathway across a still, quiet body of 
water. Yet, in the midst of our busyness and business, such subtle hints help us sense that there 
must be something more to life—something that makes us feel necessary, part of something 
bigger than ourselves, at the same time both completed and somehow incomplete. John Wesley 
would refer to this “Holy Restlessness” as “Prevenient Grace”—God’s Holy Spirit at work 
drawing us closer to God—preparing us spiritually for a Close Encounter of the Divine Kind. 

This Close Encounter of the Divine Kind coalesces as the weight of a lifetime of God’s 
subtle hints topples us into the realization that: 1) there must be a divine creator whose art and 
architecture is all around us, 2) we, too, are part of the divine creation, 3) this divine creator 
wants to be in a direct, personal relationship with each of us, and 4) there is something within 
us that wants—no, desperately needs—that relationship. 

So, we begin to stumble toward that relationship until we encounter Jesus—The 
Christ—and accept the scriptural Jesus as: 1) God revealed in the flesh—Son of God and Son 
of Man, 2) the bearer of such great love for us that he gave his life to make that relationship 
possible, and 3) our Lord, Savior, and Redeemer despite our faults and flaws. In the instant that 
we recognize and accept Jesus as being just what he says that he is, all our faults and flaws are 
wrapped up in his love—covered over, forgiven by God, and we are born from above by what 
Wesley calls God’s “Justifying Grace”. 

One might easily think that in reuniting us with God, the Holy Spirit’s work is done, 
heaven can rejoice, and we can coast home to glory. Nothing could be farther from the truth! 
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Pastor’s Corner Cont. 

The MESSENGER 

Thank you to everyone who donates money 
during our Blessing Baskets collection. We 
continued to provide funds for our various 
mission projects. This is how we did: 

                             2022 

 January:     

 Matfield UM     $522.14                                  

 February  

 Laurel House     $456.53  

 March 

 * Emanuel  Free Lunch  $530.75 

 April 
 *UMCOR (Ukraine) $2055.50 

 May 

 Mercy Flight  $535.15  

 June 
 * Red Bird  $490.35  

 July 
 * Heifer International Boxes  $767.05 

 August 
  * Blessings in Backpack  $615.00 

 September 
 * UMCOR (Kentucky Flooding)  $392.00 

 October 
 * Newark Food Closet  $535.00 

 November 
  * TIC Christmas Dinner  $481.45 

 December 
* Nomads  $439.40  
 

 

The work of this committee is so important 
and we would love to have more members on 
this committee. If you feel the calling to this 
mission, we would love to have you.  If you are 
interested, please reach out to us.  
 
Contact information: 
 
Church office:   
 Phone: (315)331-3895 
 Email: Newarkfumc@gmail.com 
Chair: Elsie Dedrick  
 Email: ecdedrick@gmail.com 
Diane Sheckler 
 Email: dianesheckler@gmail.com  
Chad Sheckler 
 Email: casheckler@gmail.com   

 
In Loving Memory 

Joyce P. Mitchinson 
April 1, 1934 - January 24th 2023 

Service 1pm Feb 5th 
United Methodist Church 
Pringle, South Dakota 

 
Remembering Joyce 

Joyce P. Mitchinson, 88, of Beaver Creek Rd, in Pringle  SD, passed away January 24th 
2023 at Monument Heath Custer Hospital, Custer SD. 

Joyce was born April 1st 1934 in Elmira NY to Florence and Theodore Peterson. She was 
a 1955 graduate of SUNY Cortland with a degree in education. Joyce married Don 

Mitchinson that same year. They lived in Newark, NY where she taught primary school for 21 
years. Joyce and Don shared many travel adventures, including 42 voyages at sea. She was 

an avid knitter and made hundreds of winter hats for the children in the area. 
She was a long time member of First UMC Newark. Joyce was also a life member of the 

Cold Springs Historic Society, and the Fall River Historic Society. Joyce is survived by her 
husband of 68 years, Don; sons, John (Rita) Mitchinson of Newark. NY ; Tod (Christine) 
Mitchinson of Middletown, NJ; Daughter Anita (Thomas) Richards of Unionville, NY; six 

grandchildren and one great grand son. 

This is when the work of the Holy Spirit begins in earnest—the work of 
drawing us ever deeper into relationship with God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You see, God’s desire for us is not to make us only okay and to welcome us as an 
occasional visitor to the kingdom. God’s desire is to transform us into the living 
image of Jesus until: 1) we see each person as though we were looking through the 
eyes of Jesus, 2) each person who encounters us actually encounters Jesus, who at 
this point lives in and through us, and 3) we live each minute of every day in the 
kingdom—in the joy of the divine presence of the living God. 

This process of transformation Wesley calls the work of God’s “Sanctifying 
Grace”. It takes a lifetime of the Holy Spirit’s chipping away the roughness of our 
human nature until all that is left is the pure image of God—our soul as God 
originally intended before sin tarnished us. Oh, sure, sometimes chipping off a bad 
habit or ungodly trait may sting for a moment. But, we quickly realize how much 
better we feel without that particular point of irritation, because removing it allows us 
to fit ever more closely into relationship with God. 

So, while we might be blessedly content to rest in God’s Graces, as we trust 
in the working of the Holy Spirit to sanctify us, we are wise enough to know that the 
work will never be completed in this lifetime, and we are possessed of a holy 
restlessness, because as we draw closer to Jesus, we experience the joy of growing 
closer to living the life for which God created our souls. 

Shalom, may you know the joy of living the life for which 
God created your soul, 
Pastor Dave  
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No Anniversaries this month. If I have 
overlooked someone, please let me know. 
Brenda 

The MESSENGER  

March 5th 
Pastor ................................  Rev. Hermann 
Liturgist..............................  Steve Hallagan 
Music Dir ...........................  Stephanie Mercer 
Choir Dir ............................  Kathy Cornwell 
Bell Choir Dir. ....................  Jenna Taylor 
Media Min. Dir ...................  Sami Cepulo 
Soundboard.......................  Carl Mercer 
Slides ................................  Sami Cepulo 
Greeter ..............................  Gail DeFisher 
Ushers ............................Ron & Eloise Miller 
                                              
                                              
                                                                       
                                             
                                              
March 12th 
Pastor ................................  Rev. Herrmann 
Liturgist .............................  Lucina Hallagan 
Music Dir ...........................  Stephanie Mercer 
Choir Dir ............................  Kathy Cornwell 
Bell Choir Dir. ....................  Jenna Taylor 
Media Min. Dir ...................  Sami Cepulo 
Soundboard.......................  Carl Mercer 
Slides ................................  Sami Cepulo 
Greeter ..............................  Gail DeFisher 
Ushers...............................Ron & Eloise Miller 
                                             
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 19th 
Pastor ...............................  Rev. Herrmann 
Liturgist  ............................  Elsie Dedrick 
Music Dir ...........................  Stephanie Mercer 
Choir Dir ...........................  Kathy Cornwell 
Bell Choir Dir. ...................  Jenna Taylor 
Media Min. Dir ..................  Sami Cepulo 
Soundboard ......................  Rob Hoe 
Slides ................................  Sami Cepulo 
Greeter .............................  Gail DeFisher 
Ushers.............................. Ron & Eloise Miller  
                                              
                                              
                                             

 
 
March 26th 
Pastor ...............................  Rev. Herrmann 
Liturgist  ............................  Elie Bump 
Music Dir ...........................  Stephanie Mercer 
Choir Dir ...........................  Kathy Cornwell 
Bell Choir Dir. ...................  Jenna Taylor 
Media Min. Dir ..................  Sami Cepulo 
Soundboard ......................  Rob Hoe 
Slides ................................  Sami Cepulo 
Greeter .............................  Gail DeFisher 
Ushers...............................Ron & Eloise Miller 
                                               
                                              
                                              
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     
  
Kristine Joslyn         2nd 
Pete Nielsen                       2nd 
Mike Piampiano        11th 
Bill Schrader         11th 
Troy Simizon         11th 
Jason Wetmore        11th 
Elsie Dedrick         17th 
Greg DeWolf         18th 
Matthew Rease        18th 
Lorrie Palermo        19th 
Elie Bump                    22nd 
Bob Bendix                    24th  
Suzanne Colucci        25th 
Trinity Wells                    28th 
Matt Wells         29th 
Abby Wells         29th 
Cathy Knarr         31st 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations 

 
Fred & Lois Ludwig 
Married 72 years 

March 24th 
 

                                     Dates for your Calendar 
 
March 9th  UWIF Meeting @ 10 am 
March 12th Daylight Saving Time 
March 19th  10.am.Service to Thank our First Responders  
April 1st 11.am. Funeral Service for Fay Siegwalt 
April 1st 7 pm Talent Show 
April 2nd Palm Sunday 
April 9th Easter Sunday (He is Risen) 
June 1-4 Annual Conference 
June 4th Piano Recitals 
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Thanks from NOMADS 

Dear Newark First UMC, 

On Behalf of the Methodist NOMADS and the many mis-

sion agencies and churches that are supported by NO-

MADS efforts, we want to thank you for your generous 

gift of $439.40 in support of our ministry. There are so 

many organizations that could use NOMADS assistance 

but do not have sufficient funds to start or complete a pro-

ject. So we are very blessed to be able to assist many such 

agencies through gifts given by our members and by other 

financial supporters each year. Our budget for project fund-

ing award for 2023 is $140,000! Your gift takes us much 

closer to this goal. Praying for good health and many 

blessings for you in 2023. 

 Carla Kinsley 

NOMAD Program Administrator 

      Our family would like to thank  
everyone who has been praying for 

our family over the years, especially 
praying for Robbie. We are happy to 
announce that our daughter Ekaterina 
has been approved by the transplant 
team, to donate a kidney to Robbie. 
The transplant will take place at Strong 
Memorial hospital on June 27th 2023, 
two days before Robbie’s 17th birthday. 
We ask that you continue to keep our 
family in prayer while we will be very 
busy with both of our children getting 
ready. 
The Barrett Family 
                  
                
      
 

 
Blessings in a Backpack 

Thank you so much for your gift of $615,00 on 12/31 /23 
Today, 13 million kids in America are food-insecure, meaning they don’t know where 

their next meal will come from. Whether you see it or not, these hungry kids live in your 
city, school district and neighborhood, We are so glad to have you on Team Blessings. 
If you are wondering whether you made a difference by partnering with us, you can 

be certain that you have. 
If you have any questions about Blessings in back pack, please contact Brent Glass @ 

brent@blessingsinabackpack.org or(312)366-2749 

  Dear First United Methodist Church Members 
 
As another year passes us, we at the Newark Food Closet would like to say thank you for your 
continuous support. The Newark Food Closet strives to make sure no family goes hungry and 

we could not achieve that if it wasn’t for community members like you. In 2022 we are happy to tell you that your 
church donated 33 bags and 19 boxes of food, which comes out to 6,007 lbs. Also which was a blessing to us, we 
received $535.45 in monetary donations. With all the help, we served over 887 households and 1980 people in 
those households. 
We were also able to gift every family last year with gift cards to Wegmans for a turkey in November. We are so 
blessed as an organization in this community to have wonderful support, and we hope it will continue for years to 
come. Thank You! 
Sincerely, 
Lisa Barrett-President 

                     A Thank You from Nancy Galway 
            Dear Friends at Newark First UMC 
You are so special to keep in touch at Christmas. That is a meaningful  
ministry. I love seeing the signatures of some of you I knew so well. 
                            Wishing you a blessed 2023 
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Communities Missions: 

Newark Food Closet: 

Wayne County Residents (Every 
Month) 

301 E. Miller Str., Newark 

Monday - Friday 10AM - Noon 

Every 3rd Saturday 9AM - 10AM 

 

Baby Closet: 

Families can get diapers, wipes, 
baby food and formula. 

Wayne County Residents (Every 
Month) 

301 E. Miller Str., Newark  

Monday - Friday 10AM - Noon 

Every 3rd Saturday 9AM - 10AM 

 

Lunch Program: Emmanuel 
UMC gives out free lunches 11am 
- 12pm and are in need of        
volunteers & Financial help. Send 
any donations to Emmanuel 
UMC/ Newark Free Lunch      
Program, 301 E. Miller Str.,   
Newark, NY 14513  
 

Common Threads: Will be open 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
month between 9 AM - Noon. 
Need donations of children 
clothes size 2-14 gently used.  
 

Helpful Hearts Community 
Closet: 

Wayne County Residents monthly 

44 William Street, Lyons 

Monday - Friday 10AM - 4pm 

Saturday 9AM - 2PM 

 

Salvation Army 

Emmanuel United Methodist 
Church 

301 E. Miller Str., Newark 

(315)331-8755 

Emergency Help with: Utilities, 

 

   Homebound Members 

A Prayer for you 

Father, You are our unfailing refuge. Bring peace  

and comfort  to our homebound members. Give all  

                       who look after them knowledge, patience and 

 compassion. Inspire them with actions that will bring relief, words that 

will enlighten, and love to bring 

comfort. 

In Jesus name. 

                                                 

 

        Card Ministry 

The MESSENGER  

Shirley Hyman Maggie Mathis 

Margaret Rundel Norma Walters 

Elaine Herman Betty VanAuken 

Charlie Hallagan Dorothy Decker 

Enid Shultz Judy Jansen 

                         Jean Lansberry 

The month  of March we will be collecting peas, corn, mandarin 
oranges. Pineapple, applesauce, creamed soups and boxed macaroni for 
the Newark Food closet. The last Sunday in March the food will be 
blessed and taken to the  Food Closet.  

Thank you for your contributions- Eileen and Kirk 

                                                       Caring Connections 
                          The month of March the “Women of Faith” 
are making and signing cards for our friends near and far who 
cannot attend church. Please remember to be praying for this 
Mission and perhaps give a call to a neighbor or friend. 
Winter seems the longest during March when we are ,longing 
for signs of Spring and still seeing cold and snow. Surprise 
someone with a call or note to make it a brighter day no matter 
the weather. 
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        United Women in Faith 

 

                     Welcome Back !!!!!!! 

 

       It’s time for our circle to come together and continue our  

                        journey together in faith. We will meet:  

 March  9th at 10:00 am in the church lounge. 

Our guest speaker will be Rev. Della Ludwig, who will be 

teaching us about “RUTH.” I have also invited the women 

of Emmanuel Methodist to join us. 

There will be a business meeting of “The Circle” following 

the program. The executive team will catch you up on what 

has been going on during our two month break. We will 

then discuss our plans for the future. See you there. 

Mission Blessing Baskets for March: 

                                        Emmanuel Lunch Program 

   Also.... 

Nancy Shrader has accepted the 

position of Web Master! Nancy 

has already put forth great effort in 

FUMC’s website and making it 

what it is. We are very grateful.  

Important: please remember to 

notify Nancy of any information 

that needs to be updated on the 

website. We need to get better at 

this! Thank you for your coopera-

tion in keeping our website current 

 

S/PPRC 

Rebecca Ruth Circle 

 

S/PPRC met on February 9th.  
We welcomed two new Members: 
Ron Miller and Chad Sheckler. The 
Committee watched a slide show 
presentation put together by Kathy 
Cornwell about worship At FUMC. 
It was thoughtful, appropriate and 
very helpful to us as we prepare for a 
new Pastor.  
Thank  you Kathy 
 
No March Meeting 
 
Please notify me if you have any con-
cerns regarding S/PPRC matters: 
Jean Hoe-S/PPRC chair@ 
rhoe@rochester.rr.com or 
315.359.7673 
 
Thank you 
Jean Hoe- S/PPR Chair 
 
 

Chancel Choir is currently preparing music for the next seasons 
of the church year, with reflective and touching pieces for Lent, 
and songs of celebration and triumph for Palm Sunday and 
Easter. There are few pieces of music more triumphant than the 
“Hallelujah Chorus” from Handel’s oratorio The Messiah, and the 
choir will be working on this piece for Easter Sunday (April 9

th
).  

Would YOU like to sing this song? If you would like to join the 
choir for the singing of “Hallelujah Chorus” on Easter Sunday, 
please contact Kathy Cornwell at jklmcornwell@hotmail.com.  
We will need you to attend a couple of rehearsals ahead of time 
so we can be sure all sections are prepared and balanced. 
Invite your family members or friends to join us too! Rehearsals 
are Wednesdays at 7:30 pm in the choir loft.  
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The MESSENGER  

 

                   PLEASE JOIN US  
 
 

    Sunday, March 19th 2023 at the 10:00 am Worship Service 
                               First United Methodist Church 
                            301 South Main Street. Newark Ny. 
 
                        The Service will be dedicated to our local 
 

                                           FIRST RESPONERS 
 

         A coffee hour will be held in their honor  
     at 11:00 am in the church lounge 

                           

Announcing April Fool’s Talent Show! 
                  April 1st 2020 @ 7 pm 
 
           Everyone has a talent ! Can you: 
 
                                 Read a poem 

Do a magic trick                            Do an impression                         Perform a dance 
                         Do a group skit             Perform martial arts     Share a clean comedy 
                                                       Play an instrument            Sing a song. 
 
                               Share that talent with your neighbors in the  
                         Newark's Combined United Methodist Talent Show 
                                               
                                      See Stephanie or Leah for more information. 

 


